CHAPTER IX
Visit to America in 1923
I WAS invited by the Franklin Institute of Philadelphia to give a course of lectures there in the spring of 1923, and for that purpose my daughter and I sailed in the Majestic in April of that year. The Majestic, which had been before the war a German vessel, was taken over when the war ended ; she was at that time, I believe, the largest liner afloat. We had not particularly fine weather, but there were some very agreeable people aboard, and we enjoyed the voyage. It was not, however, very nautical, for we saw a great many waiters and very few sailors. The incident I remember most vividly was the arrival of the news, a few minutes after the race had ended, that Oxford had won the boat race ; this was not expected and has not occurred again.
On arriving at New York we found the Secretary of the Franklin Institute, Mr R. Owens, an old pupil of mine, waiting to welcome us; he took us at once to one of the largest and most delightfully situated hotels in the city; this was the beginning of a boundless and most charming hospitality, which made my visit one of the most delightful episodes in my life. We stayed a few days in New York before going on to Philadelphia. I was very much impressed by the change in New York since my last visit some fifteen years before. There were so many new buildings that it seemed to be a new city and one of great beauty and dignity. The sky-scrapers were very much 243